TREATIES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ACTS SERIES 04-1231 



DEFENSE 
Status of Forces 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
and MALDIVES 
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Colombo December 31, 2004 




NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



Pursuant to Public Law 89 — 497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

". . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence ... of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof." 



MALDIVES 



Defense: Status of Forces 

Agreement effected by exchange of notes at 

Colombo December 3 1 , 2004; 
Entered into force December 3 1 , 2004. 



No. 095 



The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Maldives and has the honor to refer to 
. recent discussions between representatives of our two governments regarding issues 
related to military and DOD civilian personnel of the United States who may be 
temporarily present in Republic of Maldives in connection with tsunami disaster relief or 
other mutually agreed activities. 

As a result of these discussions, the Embassy proposes that such personnel be 
accorded the status equivalent to that accorded to administrative and technical staff of the 
United States Embassy under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 
April 18, 1961, and that they may enter and exit Republic of Maldives with United States 
identification and with collective movement or individual travel orders. 

The Embassy further proposes that U.S. military personnel be authorized to wear 
uniforms while performing official duties and to carry arms while on duty if authorized to 
do so by their orders; and that the Government of Republic of Maldives accord duty-free 
importation and exportation as well as exemption from internal taxation on products, 
property, material, and equipment imported into or acquired in Republic of Maldives by 
or for the United States government in connection with its official activities. Vehicles, 
vessels, and aircraft owned or operated by or exclusively for the United States armed 
farces shall not be subject to the payment of landing or port fees, pilotage charges, 
navigation, overflight or parking charges, light and harbor dues, or overland transit fees, 
while in Republic of Maldives: however, the United States armed forces shall pay 
reasonable charges for services requested and received. 



DIPLOMATIC NOTE 



Finally, the Embassy proposes that both governments waive any and. all claim* 
(other than contractual claim*) against each other for damage, losa or destruction of the 
other's property or injury or death to personnel oF the two governments arising out of the 
performance of their official duties. Claims by a third party arising out of either acts or 
omissions by any United Slates personnel may, at the discretion of the United States, be 
dealt with and settled by the United States in accordance with U.S. law. 

If the foregoing is acceptable to the Government of Republic of Maldives, the 
Embassy proposes that this note, together with the Ministry's reply, shall constitute an 
agreement between the two governments which shall enter into force on the date of the 
Ministry's reply. 

•-"The ■Embassy takes this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Republic of Maldives the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the United States of America, 
December 31, 2004. 




DIPLOMATIC NOTE 




Rs&reaee? (ft) WE-7-B/2004/ 5*1 

ItaMiiUitry of Foreign 
ccsgpllmentx to the Embassy of the United States of America, to the Rapublio of 
Maldives tad, with zsftfraoo to the latter'* Note so. 095, dated 31 December 2004. 
regarding issue* related to millttry end DOD civilian porscnnel who may be present ia 
the Maldives la wnneetlon with tsunami disaster relief or other mutually agreed 
activities, has the honour to convey the acceptance of tho Government of the Maldives 
to tat following pfopoaali made in ths aforesaid Note: 

- that military Pepcnmeat of Defence civilian personnel of 
- * tha United 8tatai be accorded fixe status equivalent to that 

.f _ - accorded to administrative and technical stiff of the United 

States Embeaty under the Vienna. Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations of II April 19dl, and they be allowed to eater tad exit 
the Maldivoa with United 8tates idonaftoedoa, end with 
collective movement or individual travel orders; 

- that United States military personnel be authorised to wear 
uniforms while performing official dutioa and to cany eroaa 
while on duty If authorised to do ao by their orders; 

. that the Government of Maldivea accord duty-flee asportation 
and eaportation as wall a* exemption ftom internal taxation On 
products, property, material, and eqjuprneat imported into or 
eeejtdred in the Maldives by or fbr the United Statee Government 
la connection wtfih ha official msdvitiae; 



•2- 

- that yohlelos, vtuudi, and aircraft owned of operated by or 
exclusively for the United States Aimed fbrees be exempt from 
the payment of landing or port ffecg, pilotage charges, navigation, 
overflight or parking charges,. light and harbour dues, or 
overland trinalt fog, while In fte Maldives; and Oat the United 
Statoj armed fbrees shall pay reasonable charges ftr service* 
wjua tod and received; 

. that both Government waive any and all claims (oihar than 
contractual claims) against each other for damage, loaa or 
destruction of the other*! property or Injury or death to peruana! 
of die two Oovrmmena arising out of the performance of their 
duties, eseeept elates by a third parry arising out of either acta or 
omissions by any United State* personnel, which the United 
Stems may at its discretion deal with and settle in accordance 
with US law; and 

The Ministry also concurs to the proposal that (he Embassy's Note no. 
095 and mis Note constitute an agreement between tha two Oovetamenie which shall 
enter into ftarea on 31 December 3004. 




Notwithstanding the above, the Ministry wondera whether there would 
be a need for Udted States military parsennel to carry aims during relief operaliooe in a 
country such as 4e Maldives. 

The Ministry of Foreign Aflairs of the RerpuMte of Maldives availa 
itself pf (bis opportunity to renew to tha Embassy of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Maldives the sj*u^ 



MeleYJl December 2004 

Embassy of the United States of America 
COLOMBO 




